Research Proposal Project

A. Choose a topic for which you can conduct research. Narrow the topic. Research the 

     work of other authors who have worked on this topic and write a brief review of 

     literature. Develop a specific, operationalized predictive hypothesis from your topic. 

     Then design an experiment to study it. You can design either an experimental or non-

     experimental study. Organize everything in the format of a research proposal.

B. Basic Elements of a Research Proposal:

· Review of Literature (about 2-2.5 pages double spaced and properly 

                                          documented)

· Hypothesis

· Materials and Methods section (commonly called the Methodology section)

-describes necessary equipment

                 -describes your participants    

                 -describes the procedure (your experimental design)

                 -defends the methodology (if relevant)

                 -defends selection of a given theory (if relevant)

· Conclusions and Recommendations section (anticipated results)

-emphasizes the projected benefits and potential significance of the study

                  -summarizes the expected findings

· Statistical Analysis section (what statistical methods you will employ)

*elements of this section can be integrated into  Methods section

· Reference page

-follow the documentation format for an article from your field.

Your proposal should be between 5-7 pages double spaced.

First draft is due on Monday, July 29th
Final draft is due on Monday, August 5th
This is a general format for a research proposal. The format used in your specific field may differ in some ways. So, as always, follow the format used in your field after you are accepted into your graduate program.

� From the notes of Dr. Anne Wyatt-Brown of UF's Scholarly Writing program.





