Sampling Methods
1) You want to investigate the world of insider trading on Wall Street. 

     Who are the members of your population? What sampling method would you use? 

     Why? Is there any bias involved with this method? 

2) You sent out 1,000 questionnaires to individual college students about their

     perceptions of what makes an excellent professor. You are having a hard time

     getting many people to respond. What type of sampling method might you try in order

     to improve the number of responses? Are there any special issues you need to

     consider?

3) For our study investigating the causes of child abuse, who are the members of your

     population? What sampling method would you use? Why? Is there any bias involved 

     with this method? 

4) Suppose a researcher wants to conduct a survey to predict who will win the next 

    mayoral election. So, he samples the opinions of his friends and neighbors. What type 

    of sample is this? Is this a good sampling method? Why?/Why not? If there are 

    problems with it, what are they? How could he fix it?

5) What is sampling bias? As researchers, how can we draw an unbiased sample?

6) In 1993 the Conservative Party in Britain changed its tax law structure for property

    taxes. Under the new system there are 7 ranges of values for houses. Owners of houses

    in the higher ranges pay a higher % of property taxes and those with houses in the 

    lower ranges pay a lower % of tax. A researcher wants to know if this has influenced

    the political preferences of voters in Britain.  The researcher collects a stratified 

    random sample of the population. What variables might he/she base the stratification

   on? (For example do they divide voters by income? or the area they live in? or the value

   of their homes?....)

    Would they want to stratify based on more than one variable?   

*Keep in mind that the rich and poor often live in the same neighborhood in Britain.

7) A poll was conducted by a magazine editor by printing a questionnaire in an issue of

   the magazine for readers to mail back. Thousands of readers returned the completed 

   questionnaires. Because of the large sample size, do these results adequately reflect the 

   views of  all adults in the population? Why or Why not?

Sample size:

8) Does increasing your sample size increase precision? Why/Why not?

9) According to table 2 if we have a population of 1,900, what size should our sample be?

     What if our population is only 190?

10) Examine table 2 carefully, Does it make sense that for small populations we need to

      use large sample sizes, but for large populations we can use smaller sample sizes? 

      Why is this the case?

