Reading and Writing

(Graduate Prep)

Class Meeting Times:                                               Teacher: Douglas Adams

   Monday-Friday: 8:00-10:00am                               Office:  Norman 308

Textbook:                                                                   Office Hours: MW 

    none                                                                                        10:00-11:00am or
My Web Site: http://www.tesltimes.com                              by appointment 

Course Objectives:


Welcome to Reading & Writing graduate preparation. In this class we will work towards developing the reading and writing skills you will need to survive and succeed in a U.S. graduate program. As such, this course is built around six major projects and the skills needed to complete them. These projects include writing a statement of purpose, a research paper, an abstract, a critical analysis (precis), a research proposal, and a research submission to the Institutional Review Board (IRB). The skills we will cover include: identifying and avoiding logical fallacies, making hypotheses, learning to effectively use UF's libraries and databases, paraphrasing and citation skills, working with research variables, sampling methods, issues of validity and reliability in research, proper experimental design, and some basic statistics for research.  These are necessary skills if you wish to be prepared for the work you will have to do in most graduate programs   

Assignments:


There may be some changes to the list below but for now the assignments for this class will include:

     1. Participation:          2.Coursework:                    3. Projects:    

           -attendance              -homework                          -Statement of Purpose

           -class activities        -written assignments           -research paper    

                                                                                        -abstract

                                                                                        -critical analysis

                                                                                        -IRB submission

                                                                                        -research proposal                 

Grades:

           participation                         20%

           6 Special Projects               60%

           coursework                          20%

*Please note: I will not accept any late assignments unless you receive permission from me in advance. So, come to class with your homework done everyday and don't miss any quizzes. I know 8:00am is early in the morning but if I can come to class, so can you. This is what would be expected of you in a graduate program as well.

Grading Scale:

           96-100
           A+                      70-76                 C

           90-95                 A                        67-69                 D+

           87-89                 B+                      65-66                 D

           80-86                 B                          0-64                 F

           77-79                 C+
                                           

ELI Attendance Policy:


Attendance in class is an immigration requirement. So you have to be here or they will kick you out of the country. Furthermore, if you're not in class then it will be more difficult for you to learn English. Consequently, the ELI mandates that students must attend 85% of total class hours. For this class that means if you have more than 17 absences ( this includes both class hours ) don't expect to get a good grade. If you are late to class then you will counted as "tardy". If you receive three trades then you will be counted as absent. Finally, if you are more than twenty minutes late you will also be counted as absent. So it's best for you to come to class everyday and on time.

Special Projects:

A detailed description of each of the 6 special projects will be provided to you in separate handouts later. Each project is worth 10% of your final grade.

Guidelines for Homework and Written Assignments:

             1.  If I give you two separate writing assignments please write them on

                  separate pieces of paper.

             3. Please double-space the lines on your written assignments.

                 for example:

                          Why do I need to know English? I need to know English because it is

 important to my major. After I graduate I plan to work for an American research 

company...

I really look forward to working with each of you this semester and hope your experience here in this class will be a good one. If you have any questions or problems then you can come talk with me and we'll try to address them. You can also contact me by email at: 

                                                       tesltimes@yahoo.com
