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Carlos E. Chavez


I was born in Miami, Florida in June 1973 and have spent most of my life in that challenging city. As the child of first generation immigrants of modest means, growing up I learned the importance of a good education in shaping one's life for the better. This is a truth I have carried with me throughout my scholastic career.


After completing my senior thesis I graduated from the University of Florida with high honors and a major in business administration. Although I did not pursue a bachelor’s degree in education, I trust that my scholastic record testifies to my ability to successfully engage in graduate study. Notwithstanding this record though, it is my work experience that has created an earnest desire to become a public school teacher and helped prepare me for study in education.


My exposure to teaching began in June of 1996 when I was hired as an Interaction Leader at the University of Alabama’s Summer English Institute. This was a job that literally helped to change my life. My experience working with middle school students was an immeasurable blessing as well as being greatly instrumental in the selection of my current position as an assistant teacher in a multi-ethnic public school in Los Angeles, CA. Within this position I am responsible for five classes in which I practice context-based instruction and the integration of the four basic skills in a communicative way. 

Living among people of different cultures and having studied several foreign languages myself has given me a unique opportunity to understand the needs of the non-native adolescent learner. I have discovered that I have a talent for teaching and it is my intention to continue as low-income public school teacher following graduation with a Master’s degree. Furthermore, I am well aware of the challenges involved in being a good teacher on a daily basis and am therefore aware of my need to continue to learn and to improve upon my skills.

 I believe that the University of Alabama’s Education department will give me the preparation I need to reach these goals. I am familiar with the Education Departments' Pro-Teach program and internship program within low-income schools. I was impressed by the approach and methods employed at the Summer English Institute and believe such practices are representative of the high level of instruction I will receive at UA.
