Intro Book Chpt. 1

Day #1:
Part A:

             (Books closed)

Begin with introductions. Tell students your name (My name is____.). Write your name on the board so that everyone will be able to say it. Then ask each student to tell you their name (What’s your name?). I suggest you write these question and answer forms on the board just in case some students are not familiar with them. Chances are, however, that most everyone will at least be able to give you their name.

Part B: (open books)

Turn to GRAMMAR FOCUS 4  on the top of page 3. Go over the forms found in the grammar box. Practice with a few students saying: “What’s his/her name?”. Then go to Activity 1.

Part C:

Activity 1:

Equipment: For this activity you will need one or two decks of cards.

Method: Have the class form a circle with their desks or around the table making

               sure that everyone has a fairly clear view of one another. Take out the 

               deck of cards and deal one card (face down) to each student. Tell 

               students to hold peek at their card (but not to show it to anyone else),

               and then place it back on their desk. When you count to three everyone

               will hold up their card (face outward) so that everyone else can see it. 

               Now, the key to winning this game (for the students) is to look around

               the circle at their classmates’ cards. If they see someone who has the 

               same number card as them they should call out that person’s name 

               that person can call out their(the first student) name. By card number I

               mean for example, 3 or Jack or etc.. not the suit. This is basically a 

               matching game. When a student calls out someone else’s name ask that

               student to say that person’s name using the sentence type found in 

               grammar focus 4. This can be achieved by asking “What is his/her 

               name? After the winner(s) of that round have been discovered, collect

               the cards and redeal them for round two....then three...as many times as

               the students want. (Note: the students in your class will probably know

               one another’s names already. This is not a problem though, such

               knowledge does not take away from the students’ fun nor does it take 

               away from the grammar practice.)

The lesson thus far may not take up the entire  one hour period. If you want to fill in the remaining time you can do LISTENING 5 on pg.3. Otherwise you can always let them out a little early on the first day.

Day #2: (Tuesday)

[Vocabulary lesson: week 1] (15-20mins)

Part A: 

             (Books closed)


Start with a review of day one’s grammar. Ask different students: “What is your name?”; ”What’s her/his name?”. After you have gone through this with a few students turn to the next student and ask them: “Are you a student?” Ask this question of a couple of students. Then write the question on the board and the simple affirmative answer ‘yes’. Remember, we want to teach students descriptive, not prescriptive grammar. we want them to be able to socially interact correctly with their American professors. Therefore, the prescriptive short answer form: “Yes, I am.” is not the form we want to teach our students. Such a reply would sound somewhat short and hostile to an American listener.


Next, turn to another student and ask them: “Are you a doctor?”. Elicit some responses from a few different respondents; then write the question on the board along with the descriptive answer form: “No, I’m a student.” 


(open books) Using the model sentences that you wrote on the board and some of those found in the grammar box on page 4, talk about yes/no questions and (descriptive) short answer forms. I suggest that you tell your students to cross out the two prescriptive sample short answer forms in the middle grammar box and replace them with the forms on the board. Do your best to explain that Americans don’t really talk in the prescribed manner. Also point out the contraction forms.


Then, turn to another student and ask them: “Is she a student?” (referring to another student). elicit a few responses from other students. Write this question on the board and the answer ‘yes’ or ‘yep’ on the board as well. Then, turning to yet another student, ask them: “Is he a doctor?”. elicit a few responses and write this question on the board with the short form answer “No, he’s a student.”.


Finally, hold up a book and ask the question: “Is this a book?” elicit some responses. By this point students should get the idea and you can move on to the practice exercise handout. (25 mins)

Part B:


Have students work in pairs to fill in the answers to the practice exercise handout.

            (15mins)

Day # 3: (Wednesday)

Part A:


Briefly review day two’s lesson. Then turn to a student and ask the question: “Where are you from?” (Demonstrate saying...I’m from Florida). Ask a few students. Write question and the answer form on the board. Then move to Activity # 2.

Part D: 


Activity 2: (25-30 mins)

               *Note: Review the alphabet on pg 2 if needed.


The Alphabet Game: Have the class form their desks into a circle. Then write the following two sentences on the board: 

                      1. My name is _______.

                      2. I’m from _________.

Choose a person to start. That person has the letter “A” . They must think of words beginning with the letter “A” that fit into the above two sentences. For example:

                     My name is Adam.

                     I’m from Argentina.

The next person in the row has the letter “B”. So, they have to think of two words beginning with the letter “B” that fit into the above sentences. The pattern continues through the alphabet and around the circle. Now, if your students can handle it, you can make this game more interesting by establishing a time limit(perhaps 60 seconds) within which each person has to fill in their two sentences. If a student is unable to think of two words in the allotted time then they are out and the next person in the row has their letter. This is a good way to structure things because otherwise you get students who count ahead and figure out what letter will be theirs and spend their time thinking of answers rather than paying attention to the student who is speaking. Consequently, if say, Juan has the letter “P” and Carlos is following him(expecting to have Q); but Juan fails to think of his words in time then Carlos must think of words for “P”. If he was not paying attention then he’ll have a hard time. This also adds to the fun for everyone. 

Variation: Add a third sentence:

                  3. I like to eat______.

[Culture Corner lesson: week 1] (15-20mins)

Practice Exercise One:
Complete the conversations:

Nicole:  Excuse me, ______ you George Garcia?

Juan:     No. ____ over there. My name ____ Juan.

Nicole:  Thanks for your help.

Juan:      No problem.

Nicole:  Are you George Garcia?

George: Yes.

Nicole:  Well, _____Nicole Johnson.

George: _____ nice to meet you. I think _______ in my math class.

Nicole:  Yes, that’s right; and I think this ____your book.

George: Yep, _____my math workbook. My name ____ right here on the cover.

               Thanks a lot!

Days # 4 & 5: (Thursday & Friday)

Part A:

               [Numbers]


(open books to page 5) Go over the pronunciation of the numbers listed at the top of the page. Also go over the pronunciation of some number combinations(just as a brief intro). for example: 25,  30, 14,  43.


Have students turn to page 25 and look at 6 NUMBERS. Practice the pronunciation of  numbers eleven through twenty and #s 30, 40, 50 60 70, 80, & 90. It should be noted that the numbers 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 & 19, typically cause many students pronunciation problems due to their similarity to the series: 30, 40, 50 ...90. 


Next, introduce the English pronunciation for some common metric measurements. Try to include: meters, millimeters, centimeters, acres, grams, milligrams, square meters, liters, milliliters. practice pronunciation of these words with your students through simple repetition. walk around the room so that you can hear different students.

(30mins)

Part B:


Following a format similar to that of LISTENING exercise 9, tell students to take out a piece of paper, number it from one to ten, and write down the numbers and measurements which they hear you say. Make a list of ten #/measurements.(For example: 57millimeters...). Afterwards ask different students to tell you what their answers were.

(15-20 mins)

Part C: 


If time permits, have students turn to page 25 again and look at 7 TEMPERATURES. Show them the difference between the Fahrenheit and Celsius scales. Due exercise 1 together as a whole class. (10-15mins)

Part D:(Friday)


After the listening assignment go to WORD POWER 10 on pg 6. Determiners> indefinite article: a and an. Use the vocab words for the week or items from the room or those on pg 6  to introduce the indefinite article. Be sure to point out to them that a comes before a singular word beginning with a consonant; and an before singular words beginning with a vowel. Rather than go into a detailed lesson on singular and plural nouns, just hold up an item and ask “How many books are there?” (one book) “This is a book.” (two books) “These are books.” pointing out the lack of a or an. Write the sentences on the board as well.

*Note: Bring in some of the vocabulary items, if possible, plus the items to be used in activity three. Also bring in/borrow a scale and some rulers form the lab or arrange to go to the lab.


Practice the indefinite article form with the students using some of  the  vocabulary items you brought in or some items from around the room. Then go to activity #3 

Part D:


Activity # 3: (Lab Measurements)



Equipment:  You’ll need some rulers, a scale(to be shared), a number of 

                                             different size rocks, sticks, and measurable leaves.



Method: Divide the class into pairs or groups of three. Let each group 

                                      select an item or two form your stockpile. Tell the groups to

                                      measure their items for length, width, height, and weight.

                                           Model the correct sentence forms for reporting these

                                      measurements and write the sentences on the board. For ex:

                                       “This is a rock. It’s _____meters long. It’s _____cm wide.

                                         It’s ____cm high. It weighs ____grams.”

                                            Each group conducts their measurements and then reports

                                       back to the class. *Note: Feel free to ask students extra questions

                                       during the report back time to test/evaluate their skills. For ex:

                                          “What color is the leaf?” “Is it big..small?”

Part E: (optional if time)


Go over GREETINGS and TITLES on pg 6. Students seem to be interested in such things. Be sure to add in some idiomatic greetings and farewells.

End of Chpt. 1
